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Harvey Elmer Van Syoc Family Collection 
(Collection 12) 

 
Scope and Content 
 
 Harvey Elmer Van Syoc was born May 2, 1858 in Milo, Iowa.  A life-long 
Christian and Seventh-day Adventist church member, at least two of his children and 
one granddaughter attended Union College.  His children were Ancil, Vira (or Viva?), 
and Jay.  Vira and Jay attended Union College from 1905 to 1907.  Ancil’s daughter 
Gretchen attended from 1932 to 1934, graduating from the predietetics course.  Van 
Syoc married Nancy Ellen Coons on December 25, 1882 and the family moved to 
Lincoln, Nebraska about 1906.  Van Syoc died in Lincoln on August 14, 1939 and 
was buried in the College View Cemetary. 
 
 This collection contains autograph albums belonging to Van Syoc and his 
granddaughter, Gretchen Van Syoc.     
 
Arrangement 
 
 The arrangement of the collection has been done by the Union College 
Library Heritage Room. 
 
Provenance 
 
 Unknown. 
 
Use 
 
 All users of this collection will complete the [Application to Use Unpublished 
Records], and observe the regulation specified in the [Patron’s Agreement] and 
[Researcher’s Code of Conduct].  All records in this collection are open and 
available for research.  Suggested citation for this collection: 

Box___, fld___, Harvey Elmer Van Syoc Family (Collection 12), Ella 
Johnson Crandall Memorial Library Heritage Room, Union College, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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INVENTORY 
 
I. Personal Documents 
 

Biographical Information 
 

Box 1 Fld 1 Yost, Frank.  “Van Syoc, Harvey Elmer” [Obituary].  
Central Union Reaper (October 10,1939).  
Photocopy. 

 
Autograph Albums 

   
Box 1 Fld 2 H. E. Van Syoc’s autograph album from 1879-1888. 

 
   Box 1 Fld 3 Gretchen Van Syoc’s autograph album from 1929-1931. 


